5, Ross Drive

Great Sutton

Ellesmere Port

Great Sutton

CH66 4XE

AMballoons@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 0151 2019709

Hello all,


Hope you are all getting into the new season. Plenty of people have been working on winter projects, so lots to look forward to in the coming few months. I’m happy to say its come to that time of the year for me to send out invitations to this years `Llangollen model balloon festival`.

We have made some changes to the format for the weekend, in the hope that this will make it more entertaining both for us as pilots and enthusiasts. As well as a bit more organising of the competitions / mass assents. I also hope we can put on some morning activities, prior to the site opening to the public. These can be whatever we as model balloonists would like (I’m open to suggestions), talks on safety would be good, flying experiences, planed project presentations, should we form a club? build a burner work shops, who knows, I throw this open to you all. There is a slot for this on the entry form or just e-mail me.
Last year was a great success, so thanks to all who attended, I have had 2 independent reports from people who came to the event, and in their own words `spent the whole day watching those wonderful model balloons.’ And I’ve seen photo’s on the internet from people who travelled from as far away as Liverpool and Manchester.
As we are all aware the world, and therefore the world of balloons, is changing and we have had a difficult winter debating if the festival would run again, as you can imagine this is as more a financial issue than anything to do with enthusiasm. 
As a result you will note for the first time on the entry form, that I have included a section for a small entry fee. The aim for me is to keep this to a minimum, and for the last 2 years I have covered the costs from my own pocket. As the event grows a couple of options appear on the horizon, those of limited numbers, invitation only entry or dropping some of the nice little add-ons which hopefully make Llangollen the best place to fly. I reserve the right to imposing limits, but it goes against my nature.
Therefore the entry fee this year is £5 per pilot (not balloon and not per person attending, just per pilot). Please send a cheque with your entry form (payable to Xuberance Ltd)
At this time the event does not have a major sponsor and as a result these funds may be diverted into fuel – only time will tell.
In the interest of model ballooning, and after chatting with a few of you, I would like to propose the following:- 

1) New model balloonist who have not been to the meet before, get in free. (Let’s face it we have all been there before, and it will hopefully continue to encourage new blood into the sport).
2) Please let us know if you are coming as a family and we will extend the add-ons to your partners and children. 
3) I will promise to let people know where the showers are, and at some stage use them myself (oh matron).

The festival will again be providing us with on site camping facilities, BBQ during the night glow / fireworks, access to both the main arena and of course access to that all important indoor facility. 

BMFA insurance is required and from what I now read this has increased to £10,000,00 public liability for all members which is great news. Please make sure you include the information when returning your entry form and bring the insurance sheets along with you to the meet.
I will post the booking form and any other info on the web site amballoons.com and if you want to pass it on to new people you meet on your travels please feel free to do so. 

I look forward to hearing from you all in the coming weeks and months and wish you all happy and safe flying in the mean time.

Best Regards

Andy Marshall

AMballoons.com
